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Early Monday morning, the Supreme Electoral Council announced that with about 60% of the
polling stations counted, National Opposition Unity (UNO) candidate, Violeta Barrios de Chamorro
had captured 459,655 votes, or 54.8%. Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) candidate,
President Daniel Ortega, had 347,778, or 41.5%. Barrios de Chamorro was announced as the
virtual president-elect. FSLN and UNO supporters, journalists, and foreign observers, among
others, were surprised. Most recent pre-election polls had indicated that the FSLN would win
with a comfortable margin. Apparently, many Nicaraguans did not feel comfortable revealing
their true preferences to pollsters. At approximately 6:00 a.m. local time, President Daniel Ortega
conceded defeat in a speech at the Olaf Palme convention center. About 500 Nicaraguan and foreign
journalists were present. Excerpts of his speech follow. "Many have been the battles waged by
our self- sacrificing, abnegated, industrious and heroic people. "...[D]efending our multi-party,
mixed economy, and non-aligned revolutionary program, we were able to preserve it even in the
most difficult times of struggle against US intervention and the internal polarization provoked
by that struggle. "We entered into the elections convinced that this battle in the electoral realm
would determine once and for all the end of the war, and a time of peace for the Nicaraguan people.
"The Sandinista Front, as a historic political force, alongside the patriotic and responsible people
of Nicaragua, has confronted...US policy, the contras, the (US) economic embargo, the economic
decline provoked by the war... "The election will test the will of Sandinista revolutionaries, who
have never sought to cling to power, who were born poor and will be satisfied to die poor. "I want
to express to all Nicaraguans and the people of the world, that the president of Nicaragua, the
government, will respect and submit itself to the popular mandate that arose from the vote in these
elections. "I believe that at this historic moment the principal contribution we Sandinistas, we
Nicaraguan revolutionaries, can make to the Nicaraguan people is the guarantee of a pure and clean
electoral process, which warms our consciences. "Would that this sun rising this 26th of February
illuminate the path toward the consolidation of democracy, of a mixed economy, of a free Nicaragua
independent and democratic, in peace, not subject to interference by any foreign power, in which
all Nicaraguans would be able to demonstrate to the world that we can make these dreams and
hopes come true. "The greatest victory upon which I pride myself as president of Nicaragua, as a
Sandinista leader, and of which we, all Sandinista militants, should all feel proud, is that this 26th
of February we are opening a new road for Nicaragua like the one we opened on July 19, 1979. But
now this is a road on which the war and the contras must disappear, on which national interests
prevail over interventionist policies. "We the Sandinistas are giving to Nicaragua that democracy
and that peace, working for stability and for a better future. "Today more than ever I invite you to
join us in acting with firmness, conviction and certainty that the steps we have taken have been
correct steps, in accordance with our proposals. If we have accepted so much sacrifice, so much
work, in these years, once again we Sandinistas emerge victorious, once more we emerge the victors,
because we were able to turn our words into deeds. "We leave victorious. Because we Sandinistas
have sacrificed, have spilled blood and sweat, not to cling to government posts, but to bring to
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Nicaragua something denied it since 1821, when it became an independent nation. "Nicaragua
was denied democracy, social and economic development, the right to speak out and organize,
the right of campesinos to own land, the right of the poor to aspire to a better life. All this that was
denied was achieved on July 19, 1979 with the triumph of the Sandinista National Liberation Front,
which established the bases to develop an independent, dignified and sovereign Nicaragua with
economic and social development and with complete democracy. "We are proud, despite the final
election results, to be providing to Nicaragua and the peoples of Central America and Latin America
and the Caribbean, to the developing nations, to this unjust world divided between the powerful
and the weak...a little dignity, a little democracy, a little social justice, from this small territory in
Central America that gave birth to men who made Nicaragua shine in the world, like (Ruben) Dario
and Sandino. "Thank you brothers and sisters. Onward with our battle cry, which was Sandino's:
`Patria libre, o muerte!'" According to Notimex, many foreign journalists and FSLN militants were
moved to tears by Ortega's speech. Later, with 77.7% of the precincts counted, the Supreme Electoral
Council said Barrios de Chamorro had 618,699 votes, or 55.2%, to Ortega's 457,870 or 40.9%. Still
later in the day, the vote count based on 82% of polling stations was as follows: UNO, 633,357, 55.2%
FSLN, 468,040, 40.8% Social Conservative Party (PSOC), 4,174, 0.4% Liberal Party of National Unity
(PLIUM), 2,318, 0.2% Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT), 6,931, 0.6% Popular Action Movement
(MAP), 5,779, 0.5% Central American Unionist Party (PUCA), 3,788, 0.3% Nicaraguan Democratic
Conservative Party (PCDN), 3,317, 0.3% Revolutionary Unity Movement (MUR), 11,936, 1% As
of Feb. 27, the election results based on nearly all poll stations gave UNO 54.8%, and the FSLN,
40.9%. Later Monday, Ortega made a brief congratulatory visit to Barrios de Chamorro's home. She
said, "Come here, my darling. I love you very much...There are neither winners nor losers here,
Daniel." [Basic data from several reports, Notimex, UPI, AP, AFP, 02/26/90; Nicaragua Network
(Washington, DC), 02/27/90; AFP, 02/27/90]
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